JEW SH LAW CGENDER | SSUES
I nstructor: Nornma Baunel Joseph

Rel i 394C/ 2- AA Under gr aduat e
Jeudi 1805-2010

Reli 666A/ 2 Graduate
Jeudi 1805-2010 + 2025-2230
al ternat e weeks

The purpose of this course is to famliarize students with the
hi story, process and procedures of Jewish law. Qur primary
investigation is halakha, Jewish legal texts, in all of the
variations and ram fications. The cases and exanples used wll
focus on the legally conplex issues surrounding matters of gender.
This is not a course on wnen in Jewish law, it is not a
soci ol ogi cal or anthropol ogi cal exploration of the role and rituals
of Jewi sh wonen throughout history. Qur goal is to discern how
| egal precepts create the categories of distinction that separate
and circunscribe fermal e and male acts and interactions.

This is an advanced course in Jewish law. It is open to
under graduate and graduate students. Al the students are expected
to participate in classroomdiscussion and study. G aduate students
will be expected to nake presentations of their research projects.
| wll be focusing on one arena, researching and devel opi ng t hat
wi th you throughout the term

Know edge of Hebrew is not a requirenment but students wll be
encouraged to woirk wth original texts wherever possible.
Famliarity with Jewish history and basic |egal categories is
benefi ci al .

REQUI REMENTS

Under gr aduat es:
1. Participation - 10%
2. Mdtermessay - 40%
3. Research paper- 50%

G aduat es:
1. Participation - 20%
2. Research paper- 60%
3. Presentation - 20%

Text s:

Rabbi M Lewittes, Principles and Devel opment of Jew sh Law.
Articles on | egal issues as recommended. (Individual articles wll
be photocopied in a package and avail abl e at Copi es Concordi a)
Recomended:

Rachel Biale, Wnen and Jew sh Law

Ref er ence:

Encycl opedi a Judai ca, various articles on Jew sh | aw

Menachem El on, Principles of Jewi sh Law, 4 vol unes

G Ellinson, Ha-isha ve-hamtsvot, translated or in Hebrew

D. Feldman, Marital Relations in Jew sh Law.



Possi bl e Research Topi cs
Jewi sh Law. Gender |ssues

Wnen's Hair and head coverings
Voi ce of wonen and public prayer
Readi ng fromthe Torah and aliyot
Wman's obligation in public and private prayer
ol i gatory Bl essi ngs:
Gonel , shema, havdal ah, ki ddush, sheva berakhot, etc.
Grace after neals and zi mmun
Readi ng the negillah by and for wonen
| nheritance; of daughters and wfe.
Wearing of prayer inplenents
tefilin, tsitsit
Kaddi sh
Laws of congregational |eadership: rabbi, cantor..
Rosh Hodesh and ot her cel ebrations
Bat Mtsva
Marital |aws
Wnen and the quorum ; m nyan
Menstruation restrictions and Biblical tumah
Sabbat h and festival candles
Exenpti ons and prohibitions
Be fruitful and nmultiply and femal e obligations
Donesti c vi ol ence
Matrili neage
Di vorce anendnents

Your research nust involve exam nation of primary docunents.

You cannot hand in a paper that is just a rehash of secondary
sources. Pick a topic that interests you early in the senester
Once you have l|ocated an area, | will help you find appropriate
sources. Do not wait until the last mnute or the sources wll be
difficult to find. Part of the assignnent is for you to | earn how
to find sources and how to research these |egal issues. Devel op
your bi bliography as soon as you select a viable topic.

Remenber that there are many |l evels of legal material. Unraveling
the sources will give you and appreciation of the history of |ega
precedents and deci si ons.

The paper will have at |east 4 conponents:

1. A statenment of the problem

2. Presentation of the key texts.

3. History of devel opnent of the question and its various sol utions
4. An analysis of the gender inplications

Approxi mate Length: Undergraduate 12-15 pages, G aduate 15-20
pages.



