The Talmud says every person
must say 100 blessings a day,
implying that there ought to
. be a blessing for each of life’s
significant occasions. Until
i recently, however, there were no
blessings for women when they
got pregnant, had miscarriages,
gave birth or weaned babies.
Nor were there any blessings for
individuals when they moved, got
married, sent children off to
college or saw grandchildren for
the first time.

Indeed, the last few decades have
seen an upsurge in creating,
re-creating and adapting Jewish
ritual. Even so, many Jews still
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. organizations such as Kolot,
We b S I 't e O n RRC’s Center for Jewish Women’s
and Gender Studies, still had to
C respond individually to many
R It u a I S phone calls from people who
wanted a baby-naming ceremony,
had questions about their new
Miriam’s Cup for the Seder table,
or needed help developing a
commitment ceremony.

By Gari Julius Weilbacher

To address that issue, Kolot has
launched a revamped, expanded
and enriched version of its Web
site, Ritualwell.org, the most
extensive and unique Web site of
contemporary Jewish rituals ever



“Ritualwell.org is also a
way for people to share
ceremonies and prayers.
Ritual and prayer
help us maintain
a healthy perspective
on life and encourage
us to live more
meaningfully.”

Lori Lefkovitz

compiled. Since the original Ritualwell.org was created in 1999 as a joint
project of Kolot and Ma’yan: The Jewish Women’s Project—a program
of the Jewish Community Center in Manhattan—the site has served
hundreds of thousands of people. Now, Kolot is the sole manager of this
distinctive Web site.

The site is also now arranged so that users can follow it intuitively, with
materials on holidays organized according to the Jewish calendar and
life-cycle rituals sorted by life stage. Users seeking particular types of
rituals can conduct guided searches—finding poems, prayers, ceremony
components and songs—by entering specific terms. Ritualwell.org

also includes rituals for occasions the Talmud never considered—

for going on welfare, having sex for the first time or recovering from

a mastectomy.

Since the site’s redesign in September, the number of hits has steadily
climbed. Curiously, the count rose to 8,026 in the month of November,
up from October’s total of 6,389. The increase specifically occurred on
“Erev” Thanksgiving. Illustrating the Reconstructionist concept of
embracing multiple cultures and illuminating the ongoing hunt for
meaning, the search words and phrases used most often were
“Thanksgiving” and “Thanksgiving prayer(s),” respectively. Analyses
show that the site is engaging enough to hold some individuals for more
than an hour and intuitive enough for others to get their information in
less than a minute. The data also show that visitors return multiple times.



“We created this Web site to make
innovations in Judaism widely
available and accessible to
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e-cycle passages,” says Lo
Lefkovitz, Ph.D., director of Kolot
and executive editor of the Web
site. “Ritualwell.org is also a way
for people to share ceremonies
and prayers. Ritual and prayer
help people maintain a healthy
perspective on life and encourage

us to live more meaningfully.”

Ritualwell.org is both interactive
and responsive. If it is daytime in
the visitor’s location, the page
appears in sunny daylight colors;
if it is nighttime, the screen shows
a starry night sky. Visitors who
are interested in knowing when
the sun sets for candle lighting
can click on graphic depictions
of candles that adjust to the time
zone in their own location. The
home page shows secular and
Hebrew dates, as well as graphic
representations of the current
phase of the moon.

And the site is inclusive: In
addition to providing traditional
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on the site and save documents in
a private folder, as they cut and
paste to personalize their own
rituals or handouts.

Many individuals have supported
the development of the site. In
particular, Kolot acknowledges
generous grants from the Pat Barr
Fund, the Walter and Elise Haas
Fund, and the Jacob and Hilda
Blaustein Foundation.

“Kolot is proud to make this
remarkable and beautiful
resource available to users around
the world,” Lefkovitz says. “We
are gratified by the warmth of
people’s response to the materials
we have collected and posted, and
we hope that Ritualwell.org will
help people find comfort, hope
and joy through Jewish religious
practice. We look forward to
gathering and sharing even more
material from the growing
Ritualwell.org community.”
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