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THE STATUS OF THE JEWISH WOMAN
By Mosoeoa M. Kapian
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bmmd]ﬂhlh@md&m“w
the meed ol trapafceming and what has come down
to us from the past as the traditional status of the Jewish woman.
In Jewish traditson, her status is unquestionably that of inferiarity
#o the man. If the Jewish woman is to contribute ber share to the
regeneration af Jewish life, and if in turn Jewish Kfe is 1o bring out
the powers for good that are in ber, this status mast be changed.
She must attain in Jewish law and practice a position of religious,
civic and jusidical equality with the man, and this attainmeat mes
come about through her own clfoets and initiative. Whatever lib-
eral minded men may o in ber behall i bound to remain but a
futile and meaningless gesture. The, Jewish woman must demand
meqmrymm“n@mma‘wum.mmm
right is conceded to her in other civilizations where she is treated a5
a full-fiedged person. There is no reasan why the Jewish ivilization
should persist in treating ber in this day and age as though she were
a minor, a half-wit, or a dave,

As a preroquisite to ber seli-emancipation, the Jewish woman
st be o ber guard against being maded into belbeving that all she
needs to do to improve her posithon §s 1o carvy cut the spirit of Jew-
ish traditional teaching. mhnmmhmle:‘wmaﬁryb

hummadcﬁncdh]milhmim.imodyhmmiﬂe
with enlightened opinion, but abio prejudical 1o her material and
spiritual interests. ‘loomuchalnhnlmbeumdandwnnm
about the Jewish weman is of a kind that is likely 10 act a an
qsh.g,mdmmhumdalrw:mdo!mhumu
awareness of the disabilities which are imposed wpon her by tradi-
tiomal law, Numerous discourses have been delivered and csays
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